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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 6266 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ICRC, PFOR, LA 

SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS, 
NOVEMBER 7-15, TEHRAN 

REF: STATE 177463 

1. ICRC VIENTIANE REPRESENTATIVE WERNER BLATTER INFORMED 
EMBOFF SEPTEMBER 1 1 THAT, FOR FIRST TIME, LAOS WOULD 
PARTICIPATE IN SUBJECT CONFERENCE THIS YEAR. DECISION 
WAS MADE ONE WEEK AGO TO SEND PRESIDENT OF LAO RED CROSS 
OUDOM SOUVANNAVONG AS OFFICIAL RLG REPRESENTATIVE. 

2. IT IS UNLIKELY THAT OUDOM WOULD SPONSOR OR TAKE 
PART IN ANY INITIATIVES BUT HE IS KNOWN TO FAVOR RED 
CROSS INDOCHINA OPERATIONS GROUP CONCEPT AND MAY BE 
ACTIVE IN DISCUSSION ON THIS TOPIC. 
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EM FYI: WE HAVE ALSO LEARNED THAT SOME RLG OFFICIALS 
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BELIEVE THAT IF NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT IS FORMED SOON, 

LAO PATRIOTIC FRONT REPRESENTATIVE WILL ACCOMPANY OUDOM. 

HOWEVER, BLATTER DOES NOT BELIEVE LPF WILL AGREE TO 
PARTICIPATE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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